
Researchers Received Top Award

Researchers from the UC Irvine Reeve-Irvine Research Center and Department of Orthopaedic Surgery received a top
award at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Cervical Spine Research Society.


Researchers and surgeons from the University of California, Irvine Department of Orthopaedic Surgery and Reeve-Irvine
Research Center received a top award at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Cervical Spine Research Society for their
project, “The role of durotomy and duroplasty following cervical spinal cord injury in an animal model.”


The research team included surgeons from the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery (Dr. Nitin Bhatia, Dr. Jeremy Smith,
Dr. Ranjan Gupta) and researchers from the Reeve-Irvine Center (Thu Pham, Ryan Anderson, Oswald Steward).


"This project may represent a significant finding in the road to finding a treatment for acute spinal cord injury," stated Dr.
Bhatia, Chief of Spinal Surgery and Assistant Professor of Clinical Orthopaedic Surgery at UC Irvine. "While a proven
treatment for spinal cord injury remains years away, this kind of collaborative research between surgeons and scientists
may help provide a a pathway to finding a cure."


Besides his work in spinal cord injury, Dr. Bhatia is also an nationally recognized leader in cervical spine surgery, lumbar
spine surgery, and minimally invasive spinal surgery. Dr. Bhatia has been featured as a treating surgeon in the television
show "Guardian Angels, MD" seen nationwide on The Learning Channel (TLC) as well as programs on PBS. He has
expertise in all areas of spinal pathology including spinal stenosis, disc herniations, spine trauma, scoliosis, complex
cervical and lumbar reconstruction, and failed back syndrome. Dr. Bhatia has completed multiple spine surgery
fellowships and has trained in both orthopaedic and neurosurgical techniques. 


source: FPR


The UC Irvine Spine Center provides care for Orange County and the related communities including Irvine, Newport
Beach, Corona del Mar, Laguna Nigel, Garden Grove, Fountain Valley, Santa Ana, Fullerton, Westminster, Huntington
Beach, Costa Mesa, Long Beach, Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, Fountain Valley, La Palma, Laguna Woods, Laguna Hills,
Tustin, San Clemente, and Mission Viejo. Our offices are conveniently located near the 22, 5, and 55 freeways for easy
access for our patients from further communities such as Temecula, Beverly Hills, Burbank, Covina, Downey, Long
Beach, Los Alamitos, Seal Beach, Palos Verdes, Redondo Beach, Apple Valley, Visalia, Palm Spring, Fresno, Fallbrook,
Hemet, Los Angeles, Bakersfield, Visalia, Fresno, Las Vegas, San Francisco, and Riverside. Patients from outside these
communities are welcome at the UCI Spine Center as well.


Appointments with Dr. Bhatia can be made at 714-456-7012.


Further information can be found at www.irvinespine.com

Dr. Nitin Bhatia
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